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° Edwin Black 


— Limited number of rhetorical situations 
— Limited number of ways to respond 
— Rhetor can draw on history for best way to respond 


° Lloyd Bitzer 
= — Forms of responses & specific vocabulary comes from repetition of rhetorical a - 
- situations e 
a - 
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(“Rhetorical Criticism Exploration and 
Practice,” Fourth Ed., Sonja K. Foss, 2009) 
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- Artifacts share similarities and create a shared genre that differs 
from others 


° Artifacts seem to not completely belong to another genre 


° Basically: Define a new genre by use of examples 
2 i . 
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(“Rhetorical Criticism Exploration and 
Practice,” Fourth Ed., Sonja K. Foss, 2009) 
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“Gameplay Commen 
- “Gameplay” + “Commentary” 


* Gameplay — video game footage, playing the game 


— Captured via recording software on PC or hardware “capture cards” from 
game consoles (XBOX One, PS4, Wii U, etc.) 


* Commentary — talking over the footage 

— Rooted in the original eSports voice coverage 
, — Stemmed from sports “commentary” (color commentary, etc.) 
F “a zi — Giving comments about the game 


- _ 


— eSports went a different path, “commentary” in eSports is now referred to as 
“ShoutCasting” or just “Casting” 
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° “Dealing With Stress” — : (Adam Montoya) 


° “Monday Night in the Pit | Hayabusa Sniping” — 


e “Minecraft :: MY Redstone Tutorial 4U :: Mindcrack Server :: 
Episode 39” — 


° “Lightning Returns Final Fantasy XIII Walkthrough Part 17 - ~ 
Vanille (Gameplay Let’s Play)” — a4 


/TradeChat 
°e AND MANY, MANY MORE! 


“Dealing With Stress” -— 
__. 


° Video game footage — Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 
° Voice over “commentary” 


¢ Not much else 
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° Starts w/ addressing the 
audience and tries to 


relate topic to audience 


- 7 minutes long 
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eoncgy Night in the Pit. | Hayabusa 
Sniping” 
Video game footage — Halo: Reach 
Voice over “commentary” 
Pre-Roll intro graphics 


Logo in top corner 


Screenshots of YouTube comments 
Music 


“End Card” w/ Annotation to 
i another video 


Consistent audience connection 
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“Minecraftt :: MY Redstone Tutorial 4U :: Mindcrack 
Server :: Episode 39” — | 
° Video game footage — Minecraft 
° Voice over “commentary” 
— Secondary voice over from guest 
— Another player on multiplayer server via VOIP call 


° Pre-Roll intro graphics w/ music 


° Starts w/ conversation with other 
player instead of audience 
connection 


° Closer to “Let’s Play” style 


° 26 minutes long 
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“Lightning Returns Final Fantasy Xlll Walkthrough Part 
17 — Vanille (Gameplay Let's Play)” — 


Video game footage — Lightning Returns: Final Fantasy XIII 
Voice over “commentary” 


“Let’s Play” style 


Continuous, live playthrough of game 


No direct audience connection 


Often does at start of 
recording sessions 


22 minutes long 


Lightning 


What's your story? 


— — 


“#70: 1'm on a boat (World of Warcraft with lamChiib)” 
— /TradeChat 


° Video game footage — World of Warcraft 


° Voice over “commentary” 
— Second person voice over via VOIP 


Raid Control 


° No direct audience connection § 
— Talks to other person 
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° Overlay graphics = 


° Webcam overlay of player 
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° YouTube (or other web format) video - DUH 


° Primarily relies on video game footage as a visual element 


° Utilizes voice over recording for the Rhetor/creator to communicate 
with the audience ~ 


° Builds a connection with the audience and/or discusses a topic that 
F ith resonates with audience — 


— Often relates directly to game, does not have to 


—— — 


~~ $0 what IS a “Gameplay Commentary?” 


Situation Response 
° Rhetor owns/operates a YouTube ° YouTube video (or other web format) 
channel 


_ ° Primarily relies on video game 
* Audience members have come across © footage as visual element 
their videos by any number of means <0 ; 
° Utilizes voice over recording for 


e Audience seeks to be entertained or Rhetor/creator to communicate with  ~ 
. get something out of the video audience 
a ~~ « Audience can “subscribe” to Rhetor’s ¢ Builds connection w/ audience 
YouTube channel and create and/or discusses a topic that 
expectation of future, similar videos resonates w/ audience 
d — Often relates directly to game, doesn’t 


° Rhetor is expected to deliver 


; have to 
consistent content 


WHAMDOES THAT EVENIMEAN? 
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Not just cat videos 


° Hundreds of hours of content being uploaded each day 


° Plenty more genres to find and explore 
— Vlogs 
— Gaming videos 
— Educational content 
— Reviews & Journalistic Coverage 
— TONS of original ideas yet to be categorized 


° Cringe at the assumption of YouTube 
just being “cat videos” 
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